
Iowa Section IFT Executive Committee Meeting 

September 8, 2011 at the Manning Public Library in Manning, Iowa 
   

Members present: Busch, Gilbert, Leas, Lynch and Randall 
   

1.  Introductions were made.   
   

2.  The secretary’s report was presented.  Motioned by Busch and seconded by Leas, the minutes 

were approved as read with the addition of Leas’ attendance at the transition meeting.  Gilbert reported 

that the website has been updated.  A new member spotlight section was added to the newsletter with 

two members this month.  The Section of Excellence seal has been added to the newsletter heading and 

the website.     
   

3.  Treasurer’s report: Randall reported the bank statement as of 08-31-11=$14,456.92 with 

$1075.00 of the balance being available for scholarships.  IFT membership dues have been deposited 

in the account since the last meeting.  Gilbert moved to approve the treasurer’s report, Busch made the 

second and the report was approved.    
   

4.  Scholarships were discussed.  There is $1075 tagged for scholarships in the Iowa Section account.  

The possibility of putting company names on the outstanding undergraduate and graduate scholarships 

was suggested.  No objections were given, so this is a possibility to consider.  The new rules discussed 

at the transition meeting were incorporated into the application (students must be attending a 

college/university in Iowa and be members of the Iowa Section IFT).  Busch supplied scholarship 

documents from the Wisconsin IFT section.  The Wisconsin scorecard and essay question of why is the 

section important to you were beneficial and will be incorporated into our scholarship process if 

possible.  Gilbert will revamp the application and scorecard and the committee will present the 

revisions to the exec team at the November meeting.   
   

5.  By-Law review: From this point forward Iowa Section IFT members need to be National IFT 

members to be eligible for an executive committee position.  Gilbert shared information received from 

National IFT on this by-law ruling.  National IFT created this rule which then must be followed by the 

sections.  This is unfortunate for the Iowa Section because we offer an Iowa Section only membership 

and those members will not be able to serve on the executive committee.  
   

6.  Pennies for the Pantry: Section members donated $50 at the April meeting.  The Section will 

match the donation and send $100 to the Iowa State University SHOP food pantry.  This was a 

correction from the transition meeting when the donation total was misreported.   
   

7.  Section of Excellence Award: The Iowa Section was one of 7 sections (out of 53 total sections) to 

receive the Section of Excellence Award.  The seal will be used on our newsletter and website for the 

year.  Criteria for the award included: the section Annual Report is submitted by the deadline, 

membership exhibits stability or growth; at least three meetings are held in the year, the section 

website is up-to-date, and the section demonstrates their commitment to future generations of food 

scientists and their community. 
   

8.  Supplier Night: Save The Date postcards were sent out earlier in the week to Section members.  

Additional advertising will be done by email blasts and possibly including information in other 

sections’ newsletters.  The menu for the dinner is set.  Suppliers can send frozen and refrigerated items 

to the Adventureland Inn.  Setup will be from 2-4 pm and the Suppliers’ Night will be 4-6 pm.  FONA 

has a speaker bureau program with a variety of flavor topics.  The descriptions of the topics will be 

sent out to the executive committee for feedback and preferences.  Timing was discussed.  If FONA 

can do two sessions, it would be possible to overlap them with the Supplier Night.  Also, a culinology 



challenge could be set up as part of the event.  This could include a couple of teams from Iowa State, 

DMACC and Southwest Minnesota State.  Gilbert will work more on this possibility.   
   

9. November Meeting: Busch reported on plans for the November meeting.  A food and coat drive 

will be held at the meeting.  The meal will be at Proof.  There is a $100 fee to rent the room and a $100 

fee for the cash bar.  It was moved by Gilbert and seconded by Lynch to approve the $200s worth of 

fees for the restaurant.  The motion carried.  The tour will be of Eurofins Scientific laboratories.  Senya 

Finney is the contact and would like information on the groups’ interest levels for various types of 

testing. Busch will ask if there is a conference room available at Eurofins to have the executive 

meeting in before the tour.  This will allow all of the members to go on the same tour.   
   

10. Bob Gravani presentation: Bob Gravani will be giving a seminar at Iowa State University on 

September 14
th

 as a part of the FSHN Department graduate seminar.  Iowa Section members are 

invited to attend the seminar and dinner afterwards if interested.     
   

11.  Financial Report-the report is due October 31
st
.   

 

12.  Strategic Leadership Conference-Randall and Leas reported some of the highlights from the 

Strategic Leadership conference they attended before the National IFT meeting.  Social media was 

emphasized, so Randall put together a survey for the Iowa Section IFT members to see how many 

would use social media associated with the Section if it was provided.   

 

13.  Food Science Club News-Lynch reported that there were 55 students at the first club meeting.  

Club activities include a root beer social, study groups, meetings with Cargill, GPC and ConAgra and 

fall career fair.  Product development teams are being assembled.  A dairy judging team will also be 

competing this fall.  The team is made up of 3 undergraduate and up to 3 graduate students.    

 

14.  No further business was presented.  It was motioned by Gilbert and seconded by Randall to 

adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried.  Meeting was adjourned.  

 

Additional Business: 

Dr. Terri Boylston’s son, Quinn, passed away September 2
nd

 after battling brainstem cancer.  The Iowa 

Section will contribute $100 to the Pediatric Brain Tumor Research Fund at the University of Iowa in 

his name.  Memorial contributions may be directed to the Pediatric Brain Tumor Research Fund at the 

University of Iowa Foundation for Pediatric Brainstem Tumor Research (P.O. Box 4550, Iowa City, 

IA, 52244), Ronald McDonald House Charities, St. Cecilia’s Catholic Church or Sawyer Elementary 

School. 

   

Submitted by:   Kate Gilbert, Iowa Section IFT Secretary 


