
Iowa Section IFT Executive Committee Meeting 

February 16th, 2012 at the Coffee Cup Café, Sully, Iowa 
   

Members present: Busch, Canon, Gilbert, Leas, Lee, Loucks, Lynch, Randall and visitor Lynn O’Neill 

 

1. Introductions were made.  Jace Lee, the new Undergraduate Student Rep was introduced to the 

group.  Lynn O’Neill from JM Swank visited our meeting. 
   

2. The secretary’s report was presented.  Motioned by Busch and seconded by Leas, the November 

meeting minutes were approved as presented. 
   

3. Treasurer’s report: Randall presented the treasurer’s report.  The balance as of 1-31-

12=$15,497.62 with $1075.00 of the balance being available for scholarships.  IFT membership dues 

have been deposited in the account since the last meeting along with a supplier table registration and 

scholarship money from ConAgra.  Supplier Night mailings and the meal at Proof were the main 

expenses. Busch noted that the meal at Proof ended up being more than what we charged members for 

the meal once gratuity, taxes and room fees were added.  Randall brought up the topic of getting a 

debit card.  Leas moved that Randall should get a debit card and Canon seconded the motion which 

passed.  Theresa Swaim will be resigning her position as treasurer in May.      
   

4. Scholarships were discussed.  Gilbert has sent the scholarship application electronically to students.  

It was decided that we should try to save the $1075 tagged in the treasury for the MFPC scholarship 

and acquire industry donations for the undergraduate and graduate scholarships.  If additional funds are 

provided, industry scholarships will be given.  All companies will be recognized for their donations.  

Randall will contact companies for the scholarship donations. 
   

5. Executive Committee Nominations: The Iowa Section will need a Chair Elect, Treasurer, 

Secretary, and two Members at Large.  Linda Loucks agreed to run for treasurer and is an outstanding 

candidate because she has an accounting background.  Angela Laury from ISU, Senya Finney from 

Eurofins, and Lynn O’Neill from JM Swank should be asked to run for a position.  Loucks said she 

would inquire with a few of the companies in her area in addition to the Kirkwood culinary program.  
   

6. Suppliers Night 

Contact Lists: Busch gave an update on supplier registrations.  With received registrations and verbal 

yes responses, we are around 20 tables.  Most exec members had contacted their list and reported their 

progress.  Everyone is encouraged to follow-up with companies as needed and think of other 

companies to invite.  Loucks is doing an impressive job contacting companies and is also sending her 

customers information about the show.  She will send out information to the surrounding sections since 

National IFT no longer sends email blasts.  Gilbert volunteered to contact the Aksarben section 

because she still has contacts from the September meeting.   

Additional Advertising: We decided to contact other sections close by.  Also we thought it would be a 

good idea to encourage researchers and product developers to invite their procurement or purchasing 

group to attend the Suppliers’ Night with them.  In addition, we can help suppliers invite their 

customers by giving them postcards to send out and/or email messages with the pertinent information.  

Loucks was going to look into putting information in the Eastern Iowa Corridor newsletter.  Leas will 

let the business writer at the Des Moines Register know about the event. 

Door Prize Bingo: Suppliers can participate in door prize bingo which encourages attendees to stop at 

their booths to talk.  It costs suppliers $5 to participate and they are then encouraged to bring a prize 

with them.  Leas volunteered to coordinate the door prize bingo and follow up with suppliers about 

donating prizes.  Prizes in the past have been company promotional items plus gift cards to various 

restaurants.   



Culinary Challenge: The Culinary Challenge setup has been decided.  It will be an anti-chopped theme 

where each team will be allowed to bring 4 ingredients with them and then will use the additional 

donated industrial ingredients to create a fried appetizer.  We are hoping to have 4 teams total, one 

each from the ISU Culinary Science Club, ISU Food Science Club, Indian Hills Culinary Arts program 

and the DMACC Culinary Arts program.  Supplier ingredient requests, judges and industry team 

coaches will be lined up in March. 

Adventureland Inn Setup: Busch requested that the section pay an additional $150 for Grand Ballroom 

# 6 to allow room for the FONA talks and Culinary Challenge judging.  Leas moved that the section 

pay the $150 for the additional room, Loucks seconded the motion and it passed as stated.   

Conference Call: We will not have time during the Supplier Night activities to have an executive 

meeting.  A conference call is scheduled for Thursday, March 22
nd

 at 9:00a.m.  Gilbert will provide the 

call in number.  Please check your schedule to make sure you can be on the call.    
   

7. IFT Fun Run Donation: We had some email discussion about donating to the National IFT Fun 

Run.  Gilbert moved and Randall seconded the motion to donate $100 to the event.  The motion 

carried. 
   

8. Food Science Club Update: Five members of the club went to a Ronald McDonald house in Des 

Moines to prepare and serve a meal to the families staying there.  A pastry chef from Spain showed 

how to make 3 desserts at a recent meeting.  The demonstration was well attended.  There are three 

product development teams.  The dairy beverage team and the National IFT team are in the process of 

submitting applications and the AACC team is working on their product.  The Culinary Science Club 

and Food Science Club are planning a “Chopped” competition. 

 

9.  In the process of our discussion about Suppliers’ Night, Loucks commented that we need a mission 

statement for the Iowa Section.  The statement should let everyone know what our purpose is and also 

let suppliers know what they are supporting when they attend the Suppliers’ Night.  We decided this 

was a good idea and we would put together a mission statement at our transition meeting.   

 

10.  Busch noted that Lauren Shimek was running for a National IFT office and would be a great 

candidate to vote for. 

 

11. No further business was presented.  It was motioned by Gilbert and seconded by Loucks to adjourn 

the meeting.  Motion carried.  Meeting was adjourned.  

 

  

Submitted by:   Kate Gilbert, Iowa Section IFT Secretary 


