
Iowa Section IFT Executive Committee Meeting 

November 17, 2012 at Diamond V Mills, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
   

Members present: Belknap, Busch, Christner, Loucks, G. Li, J Lee, Randall  

Members present via teleconference: Shaw and Clark 
   

1. The Secretary’s report was presented.  Belknap reported that the Annual Report has been 

submitted to National IFT for the 3
rd

 time.  It was submitted in August and September, but the National 

IFT website endured technical difficulties and national no longer had a copy of it.  A word document 

was submitted this time.  Belknap was assured by National that this would not penalize the section 

from earning a section of merit or excellence.  Motioned by Busch and seconded by Loucks, the 

minutes were approved. 
   

2. The Treasurer’s report was discussed in length: Loucks submitted the treasurer’s reports from 

April to October.  A new format has been established so that the balance can always be reconciled 

back to the bank balance.  The large amount of funds in our account was discussed.  Busch  will check 

with National IFT to see if there is a limit or suggested maximum that sections can have.  The balance 

as of 10-31-12=$20,085.40. Belknap moved to approve the treasurer’s report, Christner made the 

second and the reports were approved.  A budget for the 2012-2013 year was also discussed.  Loucks 

will prepare a mid-year statement.  

 

Loucks asked the group for input on whether the section should operate on a cash or accrual basis.  

Loucks also reported that the square card reader has been purchased and will be available for the 

February meeting.  Christner suggested that our section acquire multiple readers to make the money 

collection process faster at meetings. 

 

 Belknap suggested that we budget at least $1000 per year for meals at meetings to help subsidize 

students and also to allow for more flexibility when it comes to choosing venues and menu options.   

Budgets from previous years also allowed for $1000 allowance.   

 

Given the large amount of money in the account, several suggestions were discussed for spending.  

Belknap suggested hiring a graphic design company to re-design the website.  This would hopefully 

include electronic membership registration, meeting registration and a place to pay with credit card. 

Other suggestions were hiring a personal development speaker, offering more scholarships, and 

hosting webinars. 
   

3. ISU Food Science Club News:  The group has served one meal at the Ronald McDonald house in 

Des Moines.  They plan to serve another meal in a few weeks.  The club is getting ready for elections 

as well as the silent auction.  GPC presented their co-op program to the club.  
   

4. Registration Forms: Currently the registration is confusing to students.  The group would like to 

see it worded in a more direct manner.  Belknap will work on revising the membership form.   
   

5. Member at Large Election: Busch reported that the online election was a success.  54 members 

voted, reaching the quorum stated in the by-laws.   Brittany Bailey will be the new Member-At-Large.  
   

6. Increasing Attendance at meetings was briefly discussed.  The exec committee would like to see 

more attendance at meetings.  The section is currently at 200 members, and meeting attendance has 

ranged from 25-50 people.  The group discussed moving meetings around the state, holding webinars 

as well as trying to get meeting details out to members in advance.  Belknap suggested pulling the 

membership list and personally inviting members who work/live close to a meeting location.   



8. ISU Homecoming Re-Cap: Busch reported the homecoming event hosted by the FSHN department 

was well attended.  We would like to support this in the years to come, as the department plans to 

make it an annual event.   The gift card prizes were appreciated.  Busch recommended that we send the 

department the remaining balance of the $500 that the section budgeted for this event.    
   

 

10. February Meeting: Location and times were discussed.  Section Leaders liked the idea of hosting 

a hands-on meeting such as a culinary challenge.  Lee suggested that since the April meeting is student 

appreciation night, perhaps the April meeting should be held in Ames.  The date of the already 

scheduled meeting is for April 18
th

.  This is very close to VEISHEA and labs will be tied up with fudge 

preparation.  Due to time constraints, the Loucks moved to adjourn the meeting and was seconded by 

Li.  Motion carried.  Meeting was adjourned without a conclusion for the upcoming spring meetings.  

Busch stated that a conference call will be scheduled for early December.   

 

  

Submitted by:   Kelly Belknap, Iowa Section IFT Secretary 


